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SUBJECT; PROGRESS OF 1977 HARVEST 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS HAVE 
CLEARLY IMPEDED THE HARVESTING OF GRAIN AND OILSEEDS, 

THERE ARE FEW INDICATIONS AS TO THE SEVERITY OF CROP 
DAMAGE. DAILY PRESS REPORTS CONTINUE TO CONCENTRATE 
ON THE REPORTING OF BARLEY AND OILSEED HARVESTS, WHILE 
IGNORING CONDITION OF WHEAT, RYE AND EARLY POTATOES. 

LODGING OF BARLEY WAS REPORTED BY THE PRESS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME AUGUST 5. THE PRESS, HOWEVER, HAS CONSISTENTLY 
AVOIDED ANY TONE OF PESSIMISM IN HARVEST REPORTING, 

PREFERRING TO STRESS PRODUCTION ACHIEVEMENTS AND THE 

NEED FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE BY PRODUCTION UNITS. END SUMMARY. 

2. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) REPORTED AUGUST 9 THAT A 
THIRD OF THE 2.5 MILLION HECTARES OF GRAIN SOWN IN THE 
GDR HAVE NOW BEEN HARVESTED. WINTER GRAINS ARE 
REPORTED TO BE ALMOST COMPLETELY HARVESTED 
(AUGUST 5). BARLEY HAS BEEN HARVESTED FROM 645,902 
HECTARES, OR 26.2 PERCENT OF AREA SOWN (AUGUST 7), 

WHILE OIL SEEDS HAVE BEEN HARVESTED FROM 83,567 HECTARES, 
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OR 62.3 PERCENT OF AREA SOWN (AUGUST 9). 

3. EDITORIAL IN AUGUST 5 ND ON THE 1977 HARVEST GAVE 

FIRST PUBLISHED ACCOUNT OF CROP DAMAGE FROM RECENT RAINS. 

THE EDITORIAL REPORTED THAT THE BARLEY "IN NOT A FEW 
FIELDS" HAD BEEN BEATEN DOWN BY THE RAINS AND THAT THIS 
ENDANGERED GRAIN SHOULD BE THE FIRST HARVESTED. THIS 
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THEME WAS CONTINUED IN ND STORY AUGUST 9 
BENEATH STRIKING PHOTO OF COMBINES MAKING THEIR WAY 
THROUGH A LARGE AREA OF A BARLEY FIELD LAID FLAT BY 
RAINS. 

4. AUGUST 5 EDITORIAL ALSO SUGGESTS THAT BOTTLENECKS 
MAY BE OCCURING IN THE ALLOCATION OF HARVESTING 
MACHINERY BETWEEN PRODUCING AREAS. INDIVIDUAL PRODUCTION 
UNITS. AS WELL AS DISTRICT AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES, 

WERE URGED TOWARD GREATER COOPERATION IN BRINGING ABOUT A 
"CONCENTRATION OF TECHNOLOGY" ON THE FIELDS THAT ARE 
READY FOR HARVEST. (ONE EXAMPLE OF SUCH COOPERATION IS 
THE LOAN OF A HARVEST FORCE OF 60 COMBINES, EACH WITH 
TWO CREWS, PLUS 42 TRUCKS, 28 MECHANICS AND 7 REPAIRWAGONS 
BY THE SOUTHERN REGION OF DRESDEN TO THE REGION OF 
FRANKFURT AM ODER, EAST OF BERLIN, IN THE BEGINNING OF 
AUGUST. IN RETURN, CREWS AND MACHINERY FROM FRANKFURT 
WILL WORK IN THE DRESDEN REGION IN THE MIDDLE OF 
AUGUST.) POLANSKY 
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